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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 230 27.9 7.3 45 61.9 7.1
1b 230 17.4 5.3 30 58.1 7.1
2a 811 28.8 7.9 45 63.9 25
2b 809 19 5.5 30 63.4 24.9
3a 2198 27.9 7.4 45 62 67.8
3b 2190 17.4 5.4 30 58.1 67.5
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

A variety of assertions made showing different points of view. This would have been a better academic response if the candidate had assigned the views stated to specific groups.



Sticky Note

Relative importance of sacred writing demonstrated by linking it to ethical theory and contemporary practice. An effective use of reasoning and evidence to support the argument being presented.



Sticky Note

This is a widely used, inaccurate statement. 







Sticky Note

Whilst phrasing often leaves a lot to be desired, the crux of the candidate's arguments are valid and support the answer provided effectively.



Sticky Note

Again, effective use of evidence to support the argument.







Sticky Note

A good device to use as it clearly signals to the examiner that an alternative point of view is about to be provided.



Polygonal Line







Sticky Note

A useful argument in the context of the question.



Sticky Note

A misunderstanding of the natural environment where Jesus lived. However, the candidate is trying to show how miraculous events can have rational explanations, and in the context of the argument being presented, makes an interesting point.







Sticky Note

Point of relevance, crediting the relative merits of religious leaders.



Sticky Note

These arguments are clearly expressed.











Sticky Note

Simplistically stated.



Sticky Note

Overall, the candidate's ability to express ideas is somewhat limited by their literacy skills. However, the theological points are valid and, occasionally, well made. In this sense they offer an answer which is focused and thorough.
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Q.2 (a) Examine a variety of distinctive features of religious experience. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  Knowledge and understanding of the distinctive features of religious 


experiences.  Expect at least three different types of features to be described 
and illustrated for Levels 6 and 7 (e.g. mystical, paranormal, numinous, 
charismatic, regenerative/conversion, feeling of awe and wonder, sense of 
oneness with external phenomena, conviction of meeting with deity, sense of 
inner peace, realisation of new truth, sense of joy and release, etc.) 


    AO1 [45] 
 
 
 (b) ‘Religious experiences are totally different from natural experiences.’  


Evaluate this statement. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  Evaluation of whether religious experiences are totally different from natural 


experiences.  On one hand, candidates may answer that the religious 
experience is totally different from a natural experience, because the 
experiences relate specifically to religious traditions and have a deeper 
meaning than a natural experience, they may lead to lifestyle changes that 
are consistent with the experience taught and shared within the religious 
tradition; regenerative effects may be real and long lasting thereby religious or 
spiritual meaning, etc; they may describe the transcendental as opposed to 
the ordinary and provide meaning (e.g. noetic quality, etc.).  On the other 
hand candidates may argue that it is simply down to a matter of 
misinterpretation and that religious experiences are not totally different  from 
natural  experiences; instead what may be perceived as a religious 
experience can be alternatively explained due to a misinterpretation of a 
natural experience, such as one that has been induced by hypnosis, drugs 
and/or psychological manipulation.  It may be an experience which is the 
result of mental health issues, or similar.  It may be due to wishful thinking or 
the result of mass hallucination, peer pressure, emotional instability or the 
result of external stimuli on brain activity e.g. Persinger's 'God helmet', etc. 
  AO2 [30] 


 
  








Sticky Note

The candidate states the parameters within which the essay will be answered.



Sticky Note

The use of 'many' Christians, coupled with a specific stated belief and an accompanying biblical reference signals to the examiner that a clear and appropriate academic approach is being taken in answering this question (i.e. key fact and ideas presented with accuracy and  relevance).



Sticky Note

A number of scholars/schools of thought mentioned which shows the candidate is meeting the 'diversity of views' aspect of the higher levels.



Sticky Note

Reference to nature and purpose keeps the essay response 'on track' in terms of a relevant response.



Sticky Note

Referring to a different religion, in terms of making a comparison of an idea, is not necessary in this essay but it does provide another set of views to meet the 'diversity of views' aspect of the level descriptor. The information provided is also accurate and relevant.







Sticky Note

Whilst this reference is relevant, it is not a reference to a religious authority and therefore, in this context, would not, in itself, by worthy of credit.



Sticky Note

A direct contrast to the previous views of the Abrahamic religions - again, demonstrating diversity of views.



Sticky Note

It would have been very easy for the candidate to discuss these aspects of Hindu belief without tying them directly to the question, which was a feature of some less successful candidate responses this summer. However, this is avoided by the candidate in this instance.











Sticky Note

The candidate has successfully made use of material learned in their RS3 Philosophy course to help answer this question and to provide several suitable exemplar. This clearly meets the aspect in the level descriptor of making connections between elements of the course of study.







Sticky Note

The use of the asterisk signposts material elsewhere in the answer booklet. Candidates are advised against using this device as it demonstrates that material is not necessarily organised clearly and coherently.







Sticky Note

The candidate is providing a wide range of material that relates to the question asked. They do so with confidence and accuracy.







Sticky Note

This is a very good example of a 'fairly full answer' which demonstrates 'clear understanding' throughout.













































Sticky Note

In order to improve the essay, this could have phrased more clearly. An overview of academic commentary of the importance/relevance of religious leaders is a useful introduction to the question. 



Sticky Note

This reads like a promotional statement and not an academic one. Such phrases should be avoided in examination answers.



Sticky Note

This is historically inaccurate. The truth is more complex than is stated here. However, the question is asking for how it is used as a source of authority so this error, in itself, would not reduce the overall level of the essay.



Sticky Note

Again, poor understanding of biblical authorship. Were the question focused on that aspect, this candidate would have performed considerably less well. Centres are strongly advised to check candidates prepared materials for such information to ensure what is being learned by candidates is accurate.







Sticky Note

Again, an inaccurate statement.



Sticky Note

This information would be improved by linking it to a specific view within the religion stated, e.g. many literalist Christians believe......, etc.



Sticky Note

Clearly identified way in which the sacred writing is used as a source of authority.







Sticky Note

Good use of diversity within a theme (i.e. sacred writings as authority for making moral decisions). Although, it was Joseph Fletcher who developed Situation Ethics.



Sticky Note

Effective combination of ideas across areas of study (Ethics; New Testament; Christianity). 







Sticky Note

Links sacred writings with modern laws, showing how the authority is influencing governance in contemporary society.







Sticky Note

Effective use of diversity within the candidate's response.







Sticky Note

Candidate now addresses the other part of the question. It is essential that, in such questions as these, candidates address both parts of the question. Usually it is a good idea to ensure that there is more or less equal weighting given to both aspects, where possible. This means the candidate is then able to write a 'fairly full answer' and access the higher levels.



Sticky Note

This is inaccurately stated, although the basic idea is accurate. Centres are strongly advised to check candidate responses for such (relatively common) mis-statements of fundamental teachings.







Sticky Note

An unusual choice, but a valid one.







Sticky Note

Whilst there are clear limitations on phrasing and occasional inaccuracy in some of the historical details supplied, the candidate has responded accurately to the question of explaining different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are used as sources of authority in religion. In this, they have demonstrated clear understanding.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (A2) 
 


RS4 HE: RELIGION AND HUMAN EXPERIENCE 
 


SUMMER 2015 MARK SCHEME 
 
 
Candidates may be expected to be familiar with a selection of the issues listed, depending 
on the combination of units they have studied.  However, the content listed is not exhaustive 
and due credit will be given for all relevant material. 
 
Answers are marked according to the quality of knowledge, understanding and skills 
demonstrated in relation to the generic level descriptors.  The depth and breadth of 
knowledge and understanding demonstrated must be considered in relation to the numbers 
of areas of study to which reference is made.  For example, a detailed answer from one area 
and a less detailed answer from two or more areas may be of equal overall quality and 
would be credited accordingly. 
 
 
Q.1 (a) Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and 


sacred writings are used as sources of authority in religion. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  Knowledge and understanding of the different ways that religious leaders and 


sacred writings are used as a source of authority.  Expect at least three 
different ways (for both aspects) to be described and illustrated for levels 6 
and 7 (e.g. role models, source of beliefs; interpreter of teachings; basis of 
teachings; voice/figurehead for community; answer to ultimate questions of 
life; arbitrator/basis for ethical decisions; administrator/basis of  


  liturgy - sermon, prayer, readings, etc.) 
    AO1 [45] 
 
 
 (b) ‘Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious 


believers.'  Evaluate this statement. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  Evaluation of importance of the two different forms of religious authority.  On 


the one hand, candidates may argue that a particular form of religious 
authority is universally more important, e.g. sacred writings are the direct 
word of God and God’s most authoritative and unchanging revelation to 
humanity in an ever changing world, or that religious leaders are the direct 
embodiment of God’s authority on earth and are essential role models in the 
contemporary world, etc.  On the other hand, they may argue that both are 
equally important. 


    AO2 [30] 
 
 
  








(1349-01)


2. Religious Experience


You must show knowledge and understanding of distinctive features of religious experience and
be able to evaluate alternative explanations of experiences claimed as religious.


(a) Examine a variety of distinctive features of religious experience. [45]


(b) ‘Religious experiences are totally different from natural experiences.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Sticky Note

The interpretations of the terms relating to this area are varied. It is therefore appropriate for the candidate to open with a clarification of what they understand a religious experience to be.




Sticky Note

Perhaps this could have been expressed more effectively, i.e. that religion often deals with those matters beyond the physical world.



Sticky Note

Differentiation between 'features' and 'types'. This is difficult as there is often an interchangeability between the terms when accessing the literature about this particular area. Consensus is not always apparent. The examiner would be aware of this issue when crediting the candidate's response, particularly in relation to the use of such terminologies.



Sticky Note

Intelligent use of the term 'features' to discuss the aspects of the experience. The candidate also avoids the pitfall of associating James' 'types' as being features in and of themselves which was a common error seen in this question in other candidate's responses.







Sticky Note

Demonstrating awareness of the diversity of opinion by referencing different scholars is a laudable skill. It is also necessary to show this skill in order to confidently access the higher levels of response.



Sticky Note

Selecting an appropriate example if also characteristic of a higher level response.







Sticky Note

This candidate confidently and accurately makes reference to a number of scholars, works and ideas in order to respond to the question. In doing so they are clearly signally to the examiner where this response is likely to be placed, in terms of assessment, as all of these things are characteristic of the higher levels of response.







Sticky Note

A lengthy exemplar from the life of St Teresa, tied to the wording of the question, shows that the candidate is presenting their ideas with relevance.



Sticky Note

In and of themselves, Near Death Experiences are not religious experiences - unless there is a clear 'religious' dimension to them.



Sticky Note

Reference to religious dimension gives this exemplar relevance to the question.







Sticky Note

It is highly debatable as to whether this was a negative experience. Many Christian commentators would dispute this fact.







Sticky Note

This response, as can be seen by the preceding comments, is clearly placed as a Level 6 response. There is accuracy and relevance and, throughout, in terms of responding to the question, the candidate shows 'clear understanding'.


























































































































Sticky Note

An articulate introduction clearly delineates the parameters within which the essay will be written.



Sticky Note

Effective and accurate use of technical language to demonstrate a mature understanding of the subject.







Sticky Note

Effective use of well-chosen and appropriate evidence to support the answer as the candidate selects several biblical quotations to support the point about the Christian view on the sanctity of life.



Sticky Note

A recognition and subsequent examination, of the diversity of views on this area.



Sticky Note

A direct comparison of the relative treatments of sacred writings in two different religions - again demonstrating appropriate diversity of views to support the response to the question.







Sticky Note

This entire section is written with focus, accuracy and a high degree of relevance. The form and style of writing is highly suitable, as well as being coherently organised to help the candidate demonstrate their thorough knowledge and mature understanding of the topic.







Sticky Note

A mature observation, again representing a deep understanding of the diversity of views on the topic.







Sticky Note

An intelligent comparison, underlining the differences of opinion, and status, between religious leaders in different traditions.







Sticky Note

Again, mature and thorough understanding of the topic has been demonstrated. The question has been clearly addressed throughout the section. The candidate is clearly fulfilling the demands associated with the Level 7 AO1 response.



Sticky Note

The candidate has gone for a stark contrast in approach to both sacred writings and religious leasers by contrasting Christianity with Hinduism. Despite already demonstrating diversity of views within a religion, and between two 'western' religions, the introduction of Hinduism gives another facet to the response and, again, demonstrates the depth of knowledge possessed by the candidate on the subject matter.







Sticky Note

The comparison between the two 'eastern' religions mirrors the approach from the first part of the essay. The mature understanding that this candidate demonstrates is clear throughout the response.











Sticky Note

Continued use of accurate technical terminology is a sign of a well informed candidate and contributes to the 'thorough knowledge' aspect of the Level 7 AO1 descriptor.







Sticky Note

Whilst a 'summing up' paragraph is not requisite, stylistically it is effective. It also allows the candidate to highlight the key points of their essay response again.







Sticky Note

An excellent response.



Sticky Note

The candidate begins the response by recognising that different views on the question being asked exist within the different religious traditions. The expression of this initial paragraph deals with both the diversity of views inherent in the subject area being evaluated and also demonstrates to the examiner that the response is clearly focused on the question set.



Sticky Note

The candidate posits two personal views, with reasoning to support them.



Sticky Note

A counter-hypothesis to the personal views just expressed is proposed. This is a mature and perceptive way to organise an evaluative response.



Sticky Note

The evidence selected is highly appropriate and strongly supports the case being made.







Sticky Note

Different views are presented.



Sticky Note

The answer draws upon a range or evidence to support the evaluation.



Sticky Note

Topical exemplars demonstrate convincingly that the candidate is relating the topic to the broader context of religious studies.







Sticky Note

A very effective argument strongly supported with both convincing reasoning and well chosen evidence.



Sticky Note

Again, the maturity of evaluation is demonstrated in the structure chosen to present the argument as the originally presented view is returned to with as strong counter-argument.







Sticky Note

The answer is comprehensive, drawing upon focused exemplars.







Sticky Note

Very clearly and convincingly, the candidate has analysed and evaluated different views of both scholars and schools of thought - very effectively meeting the requirements of the Level 7 AO2 descriptor.







Sticky Note

The consideration of the argument from the eastern religion perspective furthermore underlines the skills of this candidate in responding to the question.







Sticky Note

The candidate maintains a sharp focus throughout the response by drawing the examine back to their key ideas. It is this focus which is so often missing in AO2 responses of less high scoring candidates.







Sticky Note

comprehensive response.







Sticky Note

An outstanding answer. 
















Sticky Note

It is essential that the candidate differentiates between 'religious beliefs' and 'religious beliefs about life' (which is the focus of the question) in order to be successful in this answer.



Sticky Note

An example of appropriate evaluation.







Sticky Note

Effectively chosen example from religion to illustrate the point being made.







Sticky Note

Different views are analysed ands evaluated throughout this response by the candidate. The candidate also convincingly makes reference to the relationships of these ideas to the broader context of human experience.



Sticky Note

This candidate successfully avoids an error which was committed by ,any candidates in this examination - namely responding to this question as if it was purely about secularisation - which it is not. The question is demanding an assessment of the relative value of religious beliefs about life in a society which may or may not have largely rejected traditional religious values in place of post modernistic ideas and a scientific rationalisation of the mechanics of life and the universe.

















































(1349-01)


3. Life, Death and Life after Death


You must show knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose
of life and be able to evaluate whether religious beliefs about life are important in society today.


(a) Explain a variety of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose of life. [45]


(b) ‘Religious beliefs about life have no significance.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Q.3 (a) Explain a variety of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose of 


life. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  Knowledge and understanding of a variety of religious beliefs about the 


nature and purpose of life.  Relevant ideas include humanity as being 
deliberately/divinely created as opposed to being the product of chance; 
concepts relating to imago Dei; concept of the soul and spirituality, human 
sin, sanctity of human life, free will/determinism debate, including 
nature/nurture debate, concepts of stewardship/khalifah, Ethical concepts 
including Aquinas' primary and secondary precepts and four cardinal virtues, 
preparation for after-life or further existence (in relation to religious concepts 
of resurrection, reincarnation, moksha, mukti, samsara, Sheol, judgement, 
external life).  All concepts must be clearly focussed in the sphere of religious 
belief. 


    AO1 [45] 
 
 
 (b) ‘Religious beliefs about life have no significance.' 
   Evaluate this statement. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  On one hand, candidates may argue that in 21st Century society such beliefs 


have no relevance to non-believers since they regard religion as having no 
relevant or rational basis and are therefore considered to have no 
significance.  For some who regard themselves as religious there are some 
beliefs that are considered to have no significance as they are more 
concerned about practical day-to-day living than theology or theories, so 
reject beliefs that may go against these concerns (e.g. rejection of 
contraception prohibitions, accept medical support in contravention to 
religious teachings, etc.)  On the other hand, they may also argue that such 
beliefs have significance to many believers because they provide support and 
an ethical motivation that allows them to cope with 21st Century society; 
religious beliefs may also help believers cope with issues relating to injustice 
and suffering (e.g. liberation Theology, etc).  Some religious beliefs give hope 
of eventual justice, promise reward for faith, give meaning to existence and 
are therefore considered to have great significance, etc.  AO2 [30] 
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1. Religious Authority


 You must show knowledge and understanding of how religious leaders and sacred writings 
are used as a source of religious authority and be able to evaluate whether religious leaders or 
sacred writings are considered to be the most important form of authority for religious believers.


 (a) Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are 
used as sources of authority in religion. [45]


 (b) ‘Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious believers.’
  Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Sticky Note

The candidate summarises the debate in the opening paragraph. Whilst this is not necessary to do here, it does clearly establish the parameters of where the remainder of the response is likely to come from.



Sticky Note

Specifically, these can stimulate experiences which may include striking parallels with experiences claimed as religious - rather than as stated here.



Sticky Note

This is an opportunity to give an appropriate example.



Sticky Note

The point is made, although not very clearly, that drug induced experiences are an alternative explanation for religious experiences, thereby answering the question asked. There is much good material in this section that could have been better expressed and exemplified.







Sticky Note

Again, similarities to religious experiences. Also, experiments have shown that temporal lobe activity is present in individuals who claim to be undergoing religious experiences.



Sticky Note

This point is well made and answers the question.







Sticky Note

Good example and accurately recounted. 



Sticky Note

A simplistic critique of Freud's perspective which still has some resonance, even though some of his ideas have been widely discredited by modern psychology.







Sticky Note

There is reference to a number of different schools of thought on this particular issue. Analysis and evaluation is appropriate and evident throughout. In order to further improve this response (which still accesses a higher level of response as it stands) would be to present more arguments as to why religious experiences are quite distinct from any naturalistic explanations.











