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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title Mean Max Mark FF Attempt %

la 230 27.9 7.3 45 61.9 7.1

GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 1349/01
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Philosophy Exam

1a) Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are

used as sources of authority in religion. [45]

In recent history, huge leaps in our ability to communicate over great distances, and vast
increases in the human population have led to world religions encompassing millions of
people across numerous continents. As such, more than ever before a comprehensive
source of religious authority is required in order to unite the faith, and for the religious
believers within it to be properly involved and informed. Two such forms of authority which
| will examine the usage of, are religious leaders, whether on a grand or local level, and
sacred writings. Due to the differences in usage between various faiths, | will determine
their usage both in Christianity, a western religion, and Hinduism, a predominantly eastern
religion. As well as this, | will compare them to certain ideologically similar other faiths in

order to illustrate certain points.

Within Christianity, sacred writings are utilised in a plethora of ways, including the
formation of a comprehensive moral system of guidance, in order to create societal rules, to
explain the end purposes of the faith, explain the methods of attaining it, and to unify the
faith in worship. In Christianity, the most utilised collection of sacred writings is the Bible,
the best selling book in the world, containing both the New and Old Testaments. Perhaps
the most common usage of this form of sacred writing is to form comprehensive moral
guidelines for religious believers and leaders to pursue. At its simplest, this moral guidance
could simply take the form of binary do or do not style instructions, such as that of Exodus
20:13 “thou shalt not murder.” However, multiple passages of sacred writings can also be

utilised in coniunction in order to form views towards more complex or contemporary moral





issues. For example, with the issue of abortion, the statements of Genesis 1:27 and 1
Corinthians 3:16-17 can first be utilised to justify the principle of “sanctity of life,” as the
latter states “don’t vou know that you are God’s temple, and that God’s spirit lives in you?”
Yet in addition to this, statements such as Psalms 139:16 “all the days ordained for me were
written in vour book before one of the came to be,” can be utilised to apply this principle to
foetal or even embryonic life. This for some then could be used to forbid abortion in any
form. It is as a result of this usage that Bishop Butler has stated “it is not at all incredible
that a book which has for so long been in the possession of mankind should hold so many
truths as yet undiscovered.” Anothe[ usage of the Christian sacred writings is in the form of
creating societal constructs or rules. However this depends greatly upon the perspective of
the denomination upon the scripture. For example, Catholicism takes a more literalist
perspective of the Bible (although of course this is not universal, but a general rule) and as
such would be more prepared to utilise statements such as Leviticus 18:22 “thou shalt not
lie with a man as with a woman; it is an abomination,” to form absolute societal rules, in this
case used to forbid the practice of homosexuality. On the other hand, in other Churches
such as the Anglican Church, which holds a more moral or anagogical perspective of the
sacred writings, these could not be utilised in this way. Indeed, this is perhaps illustrated by
the fact that the Lords Spiritual in the House of Lords are permitted to comment on
legislation, but not to vote. Interestingly, this usage is distinct from that held in Islam, which
views the Qur'an generally as the absolute word of Allah. Indeed, in conjunction with the
principle of “ba la kayfa,” or “without asking why,” the Qur’an can thus be used to form
absolute social constructs. Indeed, the usage of the Qur’an to create the infamous Sharia

Law of societal and criminal matters would perhaps be an exmaple of this.





Another improtant usage of sacred writings within Christianity is to explain the end
purposes of the faith. Indeed, statements such as Luke 25:51 “while he was blessing them
he left them, and was taken up into heaven,” are used to evidence the possibility for
mankind to ascend to the kingdom of heaven, and thus become children of God, which is
the ultimate aim for the Christian lifestyle. Indeed, the methods of attaining this can
similarly be gained through use of the Bible, with statements such as John 1:12 “but to
those who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God.” Christians can in this way utilise the Bible to discover exactly how on could achieve
this right, and thus use these sacred writings to explain the ideal Christian lifestyle. In this
regard, Matthew 5:5 “blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth,” and Mark
12:31 “love your neighbour as yourself,” could be used in this way. A final usage of sacred
writings within Christianity would be for the purpose of unifying the faith in worship.
Indeed, the practice of Mass, Eucharist and Communion which occurs almost universally
within Christian Churches is sourced from the Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke,
and comes from the story of the “Last Supper,” therein. The same is true of sacraments such
as baptism, which is a reflection of the usage of the Bible to discover the life of Jesus. As
Irenaeus stated in the 2" century AD then, “we know of our salvation by no other means
that by those who brought us the gospel in the form of the scripture, which for the future
forms the foundation and the pillar of our faith.” In summary then, sacred writings are used
as a source of authority within Christianity to form a moral guide, arguably to define societal
rules, to explain the end aims of Christian life, to explore the ideals of Christian living, and to

unify the faith in worship.





Religious leaders within Christianity are utilised to a great extent as active and living
representations of the faith, for a variety of uses including keeping the faith relevant in the
modern day, representing the faith externally, in local leadership, and arguably even as a
link to the divine. The world we live in today is one of rapidly changing moral attitudes and
issues, causing many perspectives to simply go out of date altogether, as Alasdair MacIntyre
has stated “we live in a chaotic science fiction future.” As such, religious leaders in
Christianity are utilised to ensure that the Christian faith can stay relevant in the modern
day, and adapt to the issues which face them. One example of this would be the use of the
1968 Humanae Vitae from Pope Paul VI. Herein, he was used to explain to religious
believers, in the face of increasing use of artifical contraception, abortion, demand for
euthanasia and so on, the attitudes of the Catholic Church towards these ideas, naming
them a violation of the law of God if they sought the prevention of life’s development in any
form. As Proverbs 11:14 states then “where no counsel is the people fall; but in the )
multitude of counsellors there is safety.” Indeed the Pope is also used as a source of
authority in his Urbi et Orbi speeches to the faith at Christmas and Easter, addressing issues
which he considered to be particularly relevant or problematic. Another usage of the
Christian leadership as a source of religious authority is to represent the faith externally.
Herein, the “Holy See,” formed of the Papacy and the Vatican exists as a diplomatic
organisation with the same diplomatic rights as a nation state. As such, this and the religious
leadership can be used internationally to fight for freedom of religion, and the Christian
view of the world. Of course, it must be noted that this is more difficult for national religions
such as the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, wherein the leaders instead are used to advocate

the faith to the governments.





A further usage of Christian leadership as a source of authority is in local leadership. Herein,
priests and vicars are able to be utilised in their Sunday sermons to explain particularly
complex or relevant aspects of the scripture, and thus unite their congregation in the same
religious view. What’s more than this, is that these leaders can be used through the
formation of personal relationships with them, and thus be used to address any personal
religious or philosophical qualms a religious believer may have. Furthermore, these local
leaders are used to a great extent in sacraments such as Mass, the Eucharist or Communion,
where they represent Jesus Christ himself in distributing the bread and wine. In the same
way, in baptism they are used to draw the watery cross on the infant’s (or adult’s) forehead
to represent their purification in Christ. It must be stated that within Islam, the local relgious
leader is simply called an “Imam,” meaning “leader,” without the exclusively religious
connotations of priest or vicar. As such, the Imam can be used within the Islamic faith to
extend their authority into secular spheres of influence, and assist the entire community
therein. This is a reflection perhaps of the historic use of the Caliph, or historic leader of
Islam, who was utilised to control all aspects of state in a way not utilised in Christianity.
Another usage of religious leaders in Christianity is through the idea of divinity. Herein, since
the Pope is considered to be the representative of God on earth, this means that his
speeches and directives can be used in an attempt to determine the will of God, and thus
pursue it. This is due to “Papal Succession,” where the Pope is used to continue the line of
authority from St Peter. In the same way, priests are used for their “Apostolic Succession,”
wherein they are considered to act and be used as as a “bridge to God,” in Catholicism,
without which Catholics cannot pray. They are also therefore used for sacraments such as
“confession,” where they can forgive the sins of believers and purify them. Of course, this is

usage is not possible in most Protestant or Orthodox faiths, where religious leaders are seen





and used as religiously more experienced, but not divine in any way. As Gregory of Nyssa
has stated in the 4™ century AD about the use of this authority “tradition has come down to
us from the Father, handed on like some inheritance, by succession from the Apostles and
saints that came after.” In summary then, religious leaders in Christianity are used as a
source of authority for the sake of relevancy, external representation, in local leadership,

various sacraments, and arguably in divinity.

Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the world, and as such it has a vast depth of sacred
writings fi;om which to draw. In accordance with this, it also has a great deal of uses for its
sacred writings, including defining the process of moksha, assisting in worship, explaining
the various Hindu paths or “yogas,” justifying the faith, and even controversially in defining
society itself through the caste system. The ultimate aim for any Hindu believer is to attain
“moksha” or enlightenment, thus escaping the dreaded worldly wheel of “Samsara,” which
they are bound to. It is generally considered that this enlightenment can be attained
through the use of the scriptures for the sake of gaining greater universal and personal
understanding. As Ramakrishna stated in the 19'" century “only two types of people can
gain self-knowledge, those who are not encumbered at all with learning, and those who, by
studying all the scriptures and the sciences, have come to realise that they know nothing.”
In this regard, we must divide the usage of Hindu sacred writings into two, namely “Shruti,”
or “that which is revealed,” which is used as a canonical and absolute form of writing, and
“Smriti,” or “that which is learned,” which is used as a supplementary form of writing, only
when it conforms to the bedrock of Shruti. One form of Shruti is in the “Triple Sacred
Science,” of the Vedas. Herein, the Rigveda, the oldest, is utilised (among other things,) as a

store of 1028 hymns through which one can worship various deities. On the other hand, the





Yajurveda, is utilised by priests as a guide towards sacrifices and the specifics of worship.
The Samaveda is used to explore the various chants and melodies which are sung by Hindu
believers and priests during worship of all kinds. The newest and least commonly used Veda,
the “Athurvaveda,” is utilised chiefly for the construction of magic charms, such as the
creation of holy diagrams to summon forth cosmic entities. These Vedas then are chiefly

used as a source of religious authority for assitance in worship and prayer.

Another usage of Hindu sacred writings as a form of authority is to explain to various
possible lifestyles of a Hindu individual, which occurs chiefly in “Smriti.” Indeed herein the
“yogas,” are used to different extents by different denominations. For example,
Vaishnavism tends towards the use of “bhakti-yoga,” or “the path of devotion,” which
makes great use of explanations in the Bhagavad Gita of ceremonies and rituals such as
“aarti,” or the offering of fire and light to the gods. On the other hand, Shaivism makes use
of “anstangayoga,” or “the path of medidation,” where the Bhagavad Gita is used to explain
the eight-fold path of physical exercise necessary. Shaktism then generally makes use of
“karma-yoga,” or the “path of selflessness” wherein the writings relating to Krishna and his
teachings are used to justify the idea that even the mundane acts of selflessness in one’s life
can progress an individual towards enlightenment. Finally, Smartism tends towards the use
of “jnana-yoga,” or the “path of philosophy,” which makes the most direct use of the
scripture, studying it in order to remove oneself from physical desires and concerns. It must
be noted that this varied use of the scripture for a number of different paths is very distinct
from the use of scripture in Sikhism. Herein, the “Guru Granth Sahib” is used to a great
extent as the major form of sacred writing, unifying the faith to a great degree. Indeed, this

unity is shown by the use of the Guru Granth Sahib to name every Sikh, through choosing a





random page. Furthermore, the Guru Granth Sahib is used as a source of religious authority
to bring Sikhs together as it is read out from cover to cover at every major religious festival,
taking forty-eight hours in total. Another usage of Hindu is to justify the faith. As Herman
Hess has stated “the marvel of the Bhagavad Gita is its truly beautiful revelation of life’s
wisdom which enables philosophy to blossom into religion.” In this regard, the example of
various saints who have attained enlightenment, and are recorded within sacred writings,
such as Ramakrishna, a 19" century Bengali saint, are used to inspire Hindus towards
enlightenment. The most controversial use of Hindu scripture is in defining society itself
through the caste system, with the Brahmin as the spiritually pure and the untouchables as
beyond the castes themselves. However this use is disputed, due to claims that the
“Purusha Sukta,” from which it originates is only a modern addition to the Rigveda. In
summary then, Hindu sacred writings are used as a source of religious authority to explain
moksha, to assist in worship, to explore the various Hindu lifestyles that exist, to justify the

faith, and to define society itself.

Within Hinduism, the principles of disciplic succession mean that religious leaders in the
form of the Brahmin and teachers (or gurus) are considered spiritually pure, and thus have a
great deal of uses. These include roles in various ceremonies, explaining and accessing
religious texts, organising religious orders, and even acting as role models in the form of
“sants” or saints. On usage of religious leaders as a form of authority in Hinduism then is in
the various ceremonies that occur. For example, in the ceremony of “Antyesti,” the Hindu
funeral ceremony, the “purohit,” or Hindu priest external to a temple, will assist the Chief
Mourner, and be used to sing appropriate hymns for the occasion. In the same way, this

priest will be used to undertake the ritual of “much-aagni,” involving the placement of a





candle in the mouth of the deceased to represent their soul leaving for the spiritual
Brahman. In the same way, Brahmin priests are used for temple worship, where they are
known as “pujaris.” This usage is especially prevalent in “puja,” or an “offering” to the
deities on behalf of Hindu believers, which can occur up to seven times a day. Herein, the
pujari is used to assemble the various fruits, foods and fire necessary for the offering, and
will make the appropriate chants to the deity at hand. However, it must be noted that in
Sikhism this use of religious leaders as spiritually and morally superior would not occur, due
to the “Khalsa,” or “sovereign nation,” established by the final Guru. As a result of this, all
Sikhs are equal, and cannot be used as superior or inferior to another, meaning that these
exclusive roles in worship and ceremony would not exist. Indeed, the very word “Sikh,”
means “student,” and thus the usage as morally superior teachings could not occur. In fact,
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee as the main religious leadership authority

in Sikhism is chiefly used for organisational purposes.

Another usage of religious leaders as a source of authority within Hinduism is to explain the
various sacred writings that exist to religious believers. Indeed, since they are considered
spiritually superior to most Hindus, and some are even considered “clairvoyant,” they are
used to see beyond the scripture and explain the truths therein. Indeed, as the
Svetashvatara Upanishad 6:38 states “only unto those great souls who have unflinching
faith in the Lord, are all the imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed.” What's
more than this, is that these religious leaders are also used to access these texts in the first
place, which are considered off limits for most Hindus. Indeed, the Rigveda, which is onlv
permitted to be read by the Chief Priest in the temple, will entail the usage of these

Brahmin to discuss the teachings held within. A further usage of the religious leadership as a





source of authority within Hinduism is to establish and maintain “Sannyasa,” or ascetic
monastic orders, which can be utilised by Hindus to further their devotion and faith,
attempting to focus upon their path to enlightenment. An important usage of the religious
leadership beyond this is to act as role models for inspiring the remainder of the religion.
Indeed, Shirdi Sai Baba as a Hindu saint had his home transformed after his death, which has
now become a place of pilgrimage, which is used by millions of Hindus ever year. Here they
are able to use his example to intensify their own religious fervour and understanding. In
summary then, religious leaders are used as a source of authority within Hinduism for
various ceremonial duties, for assistance in worship, to explain and access sacred writings,
to establish and maintain religious orders, and as role models through gaining

enlightenment.

It is surprising that despite the great differences in religious tradition between Christianity
and Hinduism, that we can actually observe some similarities in their usage of religious
leaders and sacred writings as a source of authority. Indeed, sacred writings in both faiths
are utilised to explain the ultimate ends of their spirituality, and the paths through which
one could attain it in lifestyle and worship. Similarly, religious leaders are used in both faiths
to assist their religious believers in worship, explain the complexities of the faith, and
undertake various religious sacraments. Of course, despite these similarities, certain
differences do exist. These are chiefly based upon the greater spiritual or divine nature of
Hindu leaders compared to the view of Christian ones, wherein they are used for exclusive
roles in ceremony and so forth, whereas Christian leaders are generally used simply as more
religiously experienced. The use of scripture in Christianity also tends to be much more

towards determining the will of God, and thus acting accordingly, whereas in Hinduism its

10





usage is based upon gaining personal universal knowledge. Through this all then, we can
observe the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are used

as sources of authority in religion.

1b) “Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious believers.”

Evaluate this statement. [30]

In accordance with the varied cultures and traditions from which a religion emerges, it is
understandable that religious perspectives upon the relative authority of sacred writings
and religious leaders for religious believers changes from faith to faith. As such, | will
examine both a western faith, Christianity, and a predominantly eastern faith, Hinduism,
and establish the authority of these sources in each. | would argue that within Christianity,
as a result of the scripture’s basis in the teachings of Jesus, along with its apparent God-
given, or divinely inspired nature, sacred writings are more important for feligious believers
than religious leaders. On the contrary however, | would argue that within Hinduism, as a
result of the centrality of the principles of disciplic succession, and the percieved spiritually
superior nature of the Brahmin caste, | would argue that religious leaders are more

important for religious believers than sacred writings.

Some may disagree with this argument, and instead state that religious leaders are more
important for religious believers than sacred writings. Primarily, this may be on the basis of
the support provided to the Christian leadership given by Jesus himself. In Matthew 16:19,
Jesus told St Peter “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
In this regard, Jesus explained his intention to back the authority of the Church’s leaders,

regardless of their decisions on earth. This divine support would clearly give them a great
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deal of importance for religious leaders. What's more than this, is that this authority and
importance is the same as when it was bestowed centuries ago, in accordance with the
principle of “Papal Succession.” Indeed herein the Pope is considered to have inherited his
authority from St Peter, the first Pope. The principle of “Papal Infallibility,” was created as a
result, which would surely imply an absolute level of importance for religious believers
therein. On the other hand then, sacred writings could be considered to have been
misinterpreted or mistranslated over time, thus causing a reduction in their importance. As
Ludwig von Mises has stated “each epoch has found in the gospels what they sought to find
there, and overlooked what they chose to overlook.” Instead then, as Athanasius stated in
the 4" century AD “beyond these scriptural sayings, and look to the tradition... of the
Church from the beginning, which the Lord gave, the Apostles preached, and the Fathers
E((:EP_t_.jThiS would imply greater importance for religious leaders than sacred writings.
What's more than this, is the fact that religious leaders in Christianity are often considered
to be linked to the divine. Indeed the Pope is considered God’s human representative on
earth, making his directives of utmost importance to the religious believer. Furthermore,
priests are seen as a “bridge to God,” without which Catholics cannot pray, and thus cannot
contact God. This makes their importance to the religious believer immense. Furthermore,
one must consider the aspect of relevancy. Sacred writings are inherently restricted by the
culture and context from which they were created, thus being unable to be important for
issues in the modern day which religious believers need to address. In this regard, the
importance of religious leaders is especially prominent, being able to address modern issues
as major as the rise of Islamic State, and as minor as the rise of short term loaning in
England. As to the latter, Archbishop Justin Welby has stated “we need to have credit unions

|H

that are invested in our communities, and much more professional.” A final issue which
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would point to the importance of religious leaders for the religious believer is that of
locality. Since priests and vicars are able to know religious believers personally, they can
thus address any personal qualms or religious questions they may have, in a way in which
the sacred writings may be too broad to address. These leaders are also important for their
participation in sacraments such as the Mass, Eucharist or Communion, where they
represent Jesus himself. Indeed without religious leaders, sacraments such as baptism,
where they play a crucial role of purifying the individual believer, would be impossible. As a
result of all of this, many would argue that religious leaders are more important than sacred

writings for religious believers in Christianity.

However, | would strongly oppose these arguments, and maintain my original viewpaint
that religious leaders are more important for religious believers than sacred writings. This
may be primarily on the basis of moral and authoritative dependency. Herein, the moral and
religious statements and viewpoints of religious leaders, are all inherently sourced within
the teachings of Jesus Christ, which all source from the sacred writings in the Bible. Their
authority then, which influences religious believers, is dependent upon the scripture. For
examlpe, Pope John XXIII stated “for a Christian who believes in Jesus and his gospel, war is
an iniquity and a contradiction.” Yet it must be noted that even the Pope herein relies to
some extent upon the authority and importance of the scripture to justify his viewpoint. The
sacred writings can certainly show their importance in this regard, with statements such as
Matthew 5:9 “blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God,” or
Matthew 5:44 “love vou enemy, do good to those that hate vou.” As Ambrose guestioned in
the 4% century AD then “what are we to do with those things that we do not find in the Holy

Scriptures?” Evidently then, the importance of the scripture for religious believers is

13





paramount. What’s more than this is the issue of divinity. Whilst within Catholicism,
religious leaders are seen as linked to the divine, this view is certainly not the norm. Indeed
in the majority Protestantism and Orthodoxy, religious leaders are not seen as divine in any
way. This sources perhaps from Luther’s 1520 statement in his “On the Babylonian Captivity
of the Church,” “it states in 1 Peter 2, “vou are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a priestly
kingdom.” In this way we are all priests, as many of us as are Christians.” Whilst his
principles of universal priesthood have not persisted as prevalently in the modern day, the
reduced importance of the religious leadership for the relgious believer has continued. On
the other hand, the majority of Churches in Christianity view the sacred writings of the Bible
as either given by God himself as his word, or at least inspired to some extent by the Holy
Spirit. In this way, AW Tozer has stated that “God’s word in the Bible” has power because it
corresponds to “God’s word in the universe.” This greatly raises the importance of the
scripture, to the point where in most Protestant Churches, the principle of “sola scriptura,”
means that the only authority for the religious believers shuold be the scripture, which all
authority comes from. Indeed even in the Anglican Church the principle of “prima
scrpitura,” means that the scrpiture is seen as important above all other issues for the
religious believer, such as tradition and reason. Another issue to address is that of
relevancy. The sacred writings in Christianity can certainly be relevant in importance to the
modern day through supplementary writings. As Pope John Paul Il stated in his Fidei
Depositum the Catholic Catechism is “to be regarded as a valid and legitimate means of
ecclesial communion, and a sure norm of teaching the faith.” In this regard, the Catechism
can be important in issues as modern and specific as casinos and gambling, with statements
such as the Catechism 2413, stating they are “unacceptable when they deprive the person
of what is necessary to provide for his needs.” Even in denominations where they do not
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believe in the Catechism, one could use the concept of Biblical interpretation for the
importance of the scs:ipture to apply to the religious believer. Herein, in the case of genetic
engineering, one could note Biblical statements such as that of Ecclesiasticus 7:13 “consider
the work of God; who can make straight what he has made crooked.” The importance of
sacred writings in the modern day then, remain supreme for the religious believer in
Christianity. What’s more than this, is that it is from the sacred writings where the
sacraments which leaders take part in emerge in the first place. Mass, Eucharist and
Communion are based upon the “Last Supper,” from the Synoptic Gospels, and baptism only .
occurs due to the Biblical story of Jesus being baptised by John the Baptist. Furthermore,
this importance is shown by the Christian principles, which once more all source from the
Bible. In this regard; the Golden Rule, and the Ten Commandments which form the
backbone of the Christian faith for religious believers are all found in the scripture, and do
not come from religious leaders alone. As Immanuel Kant has stated then “the Bible, as a
gift for the people, is the greatest benefit which mankind has ever received. Any attempt to
belittle it is a crime against humanity.” As such | must conclude that sacred writings are

more important for the religious believer in Christianity than religious leaders.

Some may attempt to carry these arguments over to Hinduism, and suggest on this basis
and the basis of other arguments, that sacred writings herein are more important for
religious believers than religious leaders. Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the
world, and as such has an astonishing quantity of sacred writings in the form of universal
and personal knowledge to draw from. As a result of this, the level of this knowledge
encapsulated by the religious leadership at any one time is a superficial fraction of the

overall amount. Indeed, the great understanding of Hinduism which religious believers
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vitally rely on to attain moksha, sources not from the leadership, but from sacred writings.
As Bal Ganghadar Tilak has stated then “the Bhagavad Gita is one of the most brilliant and
pure gems, which explains to us in an unambiguous and succinct manner the deep and
sacred principles of the sacred science of the self.” What's more than this is the issue of
moksha itself. This moksha or enlightenment for religious believers is pursued through
various forms of worship and rituals, all of which are fundamentally based in the sacred
writings. Indeed, religious leaders and priests actually rely upon the teachings of the
Yajurveda for assistance in how to perform various sacrifices and so on for Hindu deities. In
the same way, the hymns which religious leaders rely on sources from the Rigveda,
containing 1028, and the chants which religirous leaders rely on source from the Samaveda,
to be used during puja. Furthermore, one can note significant aspects of Hindu philosophy
for the religious believer which emerge from the scripture alone. For example the concept
of “Vedanta,” or the study of Brahman, and our “Shankara,” or connectedness, or
“Madhva,” or separation from it, which forms a central part of Hindu theology, is based
upon the ancient teachers of Hinduism, as recorded in its sacred writings through Shruti and
Smriti. This surely means that the sacred writings are more important for Hindu believers
than religious leaders. Another important issue to consider here is that of the caste system.
The religious leadership within Hinduism relies chiefly upon the belief that that the Brahmin
class is spiritually pure or superior to others, in accordance with being born in their caste.
This caste concept for one thing is entirely reliant upon the scripture, and the Purusha Sukta
of the Rigveda. In addition to this, it is important to note that this basis for importance and
authority is remarkably precarious, considering criticism of the Purusha sukta as a latter day
addition to the Rigveda which should not be considered canonical. In this regard, the
importance of the religious leadership is undermined, and the importance of sacred writings
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for Hindu believers is prevalent. As C. Rajagopalachari has stated “the spacious imagination,
the majestic sweep of thought, and the almost reckless spirit of adventure, urged by a
compelling thirst for the truth makes this of all the world’s holy books still the most modern,
and the most satisfying.” As such, many may argue that Hindu sacred writings are more

important than religious leaders for religious believers.

Nonetheless, | would vehemently dispute this idea, and state instead that religious leaders
are more important for religious believers than sacred writings within Hinduism. Primarily
this is based upon the concept of disciplic succession within Hinduism. Traditionally, Hindu
philosophy and knowledge was passed down from Guru or teacher to student, from
generation to generation, by word of mouth alone. This tradition is continued in the modern
day through the role of a guru in explaining all aspects of the faith to a student, and thus
developing their own understanding of the universe in pursuit of moksha. The significance
of this concept is fully illustrated by the “Upanishads,” as a form of sacred writing, which
literally means “sit around and listen,” as a reflection of this teaching. The importance of |
this tradition then, cannot be overstated within Hinduism, as many would state that it is

impossible to be a Hindu at all, without the guidance of one more spiritually pure than

oneself. As such it is clear that the importance of religious leaders for religious believers is

greater than that of sacred writings. This importance and necessity can also be indicated

through ceremony and the various rituals that occur within Hinduism. For example, in

festivals such as “Diwali,” or the “festival of lights,” Hindu leaders have the role of acting as

the “forces of light,” by singing appropriate hymns and chants for the occasion. The

supreme position in the celebration is also reflective of their importance in religious practice

and worship for the religious believer. Indeed, in the temple, the role of the pujari, or
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Brahman priest is (among other things,) to undertake the important “puia.” on behalf of the
religious believer. Without this assistance, the communal aspect of the offering to the
deities could not be performed, and this aspect of Hindu religion would be undermined.
Furthermore, one must note the fact that Hindu leaders are important to religious believers
for explaining all the complexities of the scripture. As Rudolph Steiner has stated “what we
read in the Vedas, those archives of Hindu wisdom, give us only a faint glimpse of the
sublime doctrines of the ancient teachers, and even these are not in their original form.
Only the gaze of the clairvoyant, directed upon the mysteries of the past, can uncover the
unuttered truths that lie hidden behind these writings.” Thus regardless of the depth or
extent of the scripture, it is considered that religious believers would be unable to
comprehend it without the assistance of religious leaders, making their importance
paramount for understanding the faith. What's more than this, is that many forms of sacred
writing are actually off limits to the average religious believer, and thus must be taught
through the assistance of a Brahmin priest, such as the Rigveda, which is often restriction to
the Chief Priest of a temple. As the Svetashvatara Upanishad 6:38 has stated “only unto
those great souls who have unflinching faith in the Lord, are all the imports of Vedic
knowledge automatically revealed.” A final aspect of the importance of religious leaders in
Hinduism for religious believers, is that of their spirituality and divinity. Some religious
leaders are considered to be “clairvoyant,” and can thus gain glimpses of the divine, and
share them with the religious believers with them. What’s more than this however is the
fact that many religious believers are considered to be either a representative of the divine,
or the manifestion of a deity themselves. This means that their authority would be supreme
for the religious believer. Indeed, whilst in Christianity the belief in the divine links of their
leadership is restricted to Catholicism, in Hinduism this belief is almost universal in India,
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especially amongst denominations such as Vaishnavism. As a result of all of this then, | must
conclude that religious believers are more important for religious believers than sacred

writings.

It can be observed, given the great distinctions between the traditions of Christianity and
Hinduism, and thus the way in which these faiths look upon the importanc_é: E)f religious
leaders and sacred writings for religious believers, that any attempt to draw an overall
conclusion over all faiths would be a crude generalisation, and rather unrealistic. As such, |
would conclude that within Christianity, as a result of the scripture being rooted in the
teachings of the all important Jesus Christ, and being generally considered as divinely given
or inspired, that sacred writings are more important to religious believers than religious
leaders. On the other hand, | would conclude that within Hinduism, as a result of the
disciplic tradition, the necessity of Brahmin in worship, and the percieved spiritual
superiority of their caste, that religious leaders are more important religious believers than

sacred writings.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (A2)
RS4 HE: RELIGION AND HUMAN EXPERIENCE

SUMMER 2015 MARK SCHEME

Candidates may be expected to be familiar with a selection of the issues listed, depending
on the combination of units they have studied. However, the content listed is not exhaustive
and due credit will be given for all relevant material.

Answers are marked according to the quality of knowledge, understanding and skills
demonstrated in relation to the generic level descriptors. The depth and breadth of
knowledge and understanding demonstrated must be considered in relation to the numbers
of areas of study to which reference is made. For example, a detailed answer from one area
and a less detailed answer from two or more areas may be of equal overall quality and
would be credited accordingly.

Q1 (a)

(b)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and
sacred writings are used as sources of authority in religion.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

Knowledge and understanding of the different ways that religious leaders and
sacred writings are used as a source of authority. Expect at least three
different ways (for both aspects) to be described and illustrated for levels 6
and 7 (e.g. role models, source of beliefs; interpreter of teachings; basis of
teachings; voice/figurehead for community; answer to ultimate questions of
life; arbitrator/basis for ethical decisions; administrator/basis of
liturgy - sermon, prayer, readings, etc.)

AOL1 [45]

‘Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious
believers." Evaluate this statement.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

Evaluation of importance of the two different forms of religious authority. On
the one hand, candidates may argue that a particular form of religious
authority is universally more important, e.g. sacred writings are the direct
word of God and God’s most authoritative and unchanging revelation to
humanity in an ever changing world, or that religious leaders are the direct
embodiment of God’s authority on earth and are essential role models in the
contemporary world, etc. On the other hand, they may argue that both are
equally important.

AO2 [30]
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Sticky Note

In order to improve the essay, this could have phrased more clearly. An overview of academic commentary of the importance/relevance of religious leaders is a useful introduction to the question. 



Sticky Note

This reads like a promotional statement and not an academic one. Such phrases should be avoided in examination answers.



Sticky Note

This is historically inaccurate. The truth is more complex than is stated here. However, the question is asking for how it is used as a source of authority so this error, in itself, would not reduce the overall level of the essay.



Sticky Note

Again, poor understanding of biblical authorship. Were the question focused on that aspect, this candidate would have performed considerably less well. Centres are strongly advised to check candidates prepared materials for such information to ensure what is being learned by candidates is accurate.
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Sticky Note

Again, an inaccurate statement.



Sticky Note

This information would be improved by linking it to a specific view within the religion stated, e.g. many literalist Christians believe......, etc.



Sticky Note

Clearly identified way in which the sacred writing is used as a source of authority.
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Sticky Note

Good use of diversity within a theme (i.e. sacred writings as authority for making moral decisions). Although, it was Joseph Fletcher who developed Situation Ethics.



Sticky Note

Effective combination of ideas across areas of study (Ethics; New Testament; Christianity). 
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Sticky Note

Links sacred writings with modern laws, showing how the authority is influencing governance in contemporary society.
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Sticky Note

Effective use of diversity within the candidate's response.





Question
number
Rhif y
Cwestiwn

ln

VGMG(L& e/mo/w/\(o 8 o mnm oL ab\ie oem\o)mw

J}@%@m@ hom@\ns% Mg (BMQ_MMM_M
dhan & o\MVMU i@ ~ I

[d, L ()
L vedue wm mm hoat €ar m uuom.e Smrﬂl)o\fl

LA & contein ZRor abV0y an Yy con e g

ﬁ@M(‘mMmm u(\o\f

UJ/\[D" fan  be. haun mhﬁmk— e P 1 \M/Uu

becae God b mad& U= n\gmm +C&u4 “)(,u(

\YoVe),

Mr)s lupoctonge — wenthgah i doe) vor condautadig

ﬂ/\DOEK WO A 5OC Viei g afl Gexdh .

AL ng ol Ul Pblo dloe G0 aMp o

hoube afl  athe mombol  af o Chech  dlad -

o hdd c%@@@%&;}&_&m
QMC i Mo LSYQO afl YonuQ anck 6§ g

=

hosd af dho  Gowan  Comboic  Cuo@in, HA
trHe  Conmtiy boldal to  pPgoe  guail .

Do hpm Yot MQ) wmﬂl\uedlcu/\&

M- Poo@ W@p@ﬁnmihﬁ\mx A mﬁ-

beca &E lu

\

J\(MUU)S CAC(\ o

Yoo \a/Q, waQ \-/1 Pofr  1enCal, %Mj\ wa

(bec\ (/u,»\ “/\Qw\ T@BOJ &WDM&-FQ] (us ()\l(m(AQ
PQ}P/ q/\;f (/u\ Sacqaasg  al ('?/ovom/,vp)) W\Qu-\ﬁ

b Summ/w, padhor, ‘ VA

Mot éfa s tl/Q a/w) amuw %UJ oudbye !
) i\ 4 A

O a0 2%5 ﬁm\ ’)QCF\L (AJ/\O/\ P

Poracich . madle. dim ACUion YO aben

R oo Fmﬂnﬁ)\? h‘fa(l/\/w\l o | pwd dava Yy

Cucn — "Pables ot dre boprt  Huy  al

ha[)h(ed ull o \OMDW oo MUypeld i \(vu«bo

me 1S an Wmulm\o 60 fener facuon (M‘L

not, HuS Sy de athonyy e e

Leave
Blank
Gadewch
yn wag



Sticky Note

Candidate now addresses the other part of the question. It is essential that, in such questions as these, candidates address both parts of the question. Usually it is a good idea to ensure that there is more or less equal weighting given to both aspects, where possible. This means the candidate is then able to write a 'fairly full answer' and access the higher levels.



Sticky Note

This is inaccurately stated, although the basic idea is accurate. Centres are strongly advised to check candidate responses for such (relatively common) mis-statements of fundamental teachings.
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Sticky Note

An unusual choice, but a valid one.
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Sticky Note

Whilst there are clear limitations on phrasing and occasional inaccuracy in some of the historical details supplied, the candidate has responded accurately to the question of explaining different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are used as sources of authority in religion. In this, they have demonstrated clear understanding.
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Sticky Note

A variety of assertions made showing different points of view. This would have been a better academic response if the candidate had assigned the views stated to specific groups.



Sticky Note

Relative importance of sacred writing demonstrated by linking it to ethical theory and contemporary practice. An effective use of reasoning and evidence to support the argument being presented.



Sticky Note

This is a widely used, inaccurate statement. 
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Sticky Note

Whilst phrasing often leaves a lot to be desired, the crux of the candidate's arguments are valid and support the answer provided effectively.



Sticky Note

Again, effective use of evidence to support the argument.
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Sticky Note

A good device to use as it clearly signals to the examiner that an alternative point of view is about to be provided.



Polygonal Line
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Sticky Note

A useful argument in the context of the question.



Sticky Note

A misunderstanding of the natural environment where Jesus lived. However, the candidate is trying to show how miraculous events can have rational explanations, and in the context of the argument being presented, makes an interesting point.
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Sticky Note

Point of relevance, crediting the relative merits of religious leaders.



Sticky Note

These arguments are clearly expressed.
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Sticky Note

Simplistically stated.



Sticky Note

Overall, the candidate's ability to express ideas is somewhat limited by their literacy skills. However, the theological points are valid and, occasionally, well made. In this sense they offer an answer which is focused and thorough.










Philosophy Exam

1a) Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are

used as sources of authority in religion. [45]

In recent history, huge leaps in our ability to communicate over great distances, and vast
increases in the human population have led to world religions encompassing millions of
people across numerous continents. As such, more than ever before a comprehensive
source of religious authority is required in order to unite the faith, and for the religious
believers within it to be properly involved and informed. Two such forms of authority which
| will examine the usage of, are religious leaders, whether on a grand or local level, and
sacred writings. Due to the differences in usage between various faiths, | will determine
their usage both in_ghris_tigrnifcy, a western religion, and Hinduism, a predominantly eastern
religion. As well as this, | will compare them to certain ideologically similar other faiths in

order to illustrate certain points@

Within Christianity, sacred writings are utilised in a plethora of ways, including the

formation of a comprehensive moral system of guidance, in order to create societal rules, to

explain the end purposes of the faith, explain the methods of attaining it, and to unify the

faith in worship. In Christianity, the most utilised collection of sacred writings is the Bible,
— e E————— P .

the best selling book in the world, containing both the _New and Qld Testaments. Peﬂrhaps
the most common usage of this form of sacred writing is to form comprehensive moral
guidelines for religious believers and leaders to pursue. At its simplest, this moral guidance
could simply take the form’ of_bin_ar@ or d?in_qtr ;tyle rinstructions, such as that gf E_)_(oidus

20:13 “thou shalt not murder.” However, multiple passages of sacred writings can also be

utilised in conjunction in order to form views towards more complex or contemporary moral

1



Sticky Note

An articulate introduction clearly delineates the parameters within which the essay will be written.



Sticky Note

Effective and accurate use of technical language to demonstrate a mature understanding of the subject.





issues. For example, with the issue of abortlon the statements of Genesis 1:27 and i

Corlnthlans 3:16- 17 can first be utilised to justify the principle of sanctity of I|fe as the

— — — R —

latter states ”don t L you know that you are God 5 temple and that God’s spirit lives in you?”

Yet in addition to this, statements such as Psalms 139 16 “all the days ordamed for me were

wrltten |n your book before one of the came to be,” @ be utilised to apply this principle to
foetal or even embryonic life. This for some then could be used to forbid abortion in any

form. It is as a result of this usage that Bishop Butler has stated “it is not at aII mcredlble

that a book which has for so long been in the possessmn of manklnd should hold so many

truths as yet undiscovered.’f i\ngth)e‘r[ usage of the Christian sacred writings is in the form of

creatlng socuetal constructs or rules. However this depends greatly upon the perspective of

the denomination upon the scripture@r example, Catholicism takes a more literalist

perspective of the Bible (although of course this is not universal, but a general rule) and as

such would be more prepared to utilise statements such as_-l___eviitieusr 1_8_:227"th0u sha_lt not
_Iie \t\rithﬁa man as with a w_orrnaﬂn’;iitiﬁsertia.b_ohﬂn_et.ior_\,”_ te form absolute societal rules, in this

case used to forbld the practlce of homosexuallty On the other hand, in other Churches

such as theAngl'lcan_ Church, which holds a more moral or anagogical perspective of the
sacred writings, these could not be utilised in this way. Indeed, this is perhaps illustrated by
the fact that the Lords Spiritual in the House of Lords are permitted to comment on
legislation, but not to vote. Interestingly, this usage is distinct from that held in Islam, which

views the Qur an generally as the absolute word of Allah @eed in conjunction with the

principle of “ba la kayfa,” or “without asking why,” the Qur'an can thus be used to form
absolute social constructs. Indeed, the usage of the Qur’an to create the infamous Sharia

Law of societal and criminal matters would perhaps be an exmaple of this.
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Another improtant usage of sacred writings within Christianity is to explain the end

purposes of the faith. Indeed, statements such as Luke 25:51 “while he was blessing them

— E—
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he left them, and was taken up into heaven,” are used to evidence the possibility for

mankind to ascend to the kingdom of heaven,

and thus become children of God, which is

the ultimate aim for the Christian lifestyle. Indeed, the methods of attaining this can

similarly be gained through use of the Bible, with statements such as John 1:12 “butto

those who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil_c_j_r__e_n_qf

God.” Christians can in this way utilise the Bible to discover exactly how on could achieve
this right, and thus use these sacred writings to explain the ideal Christian lifestyle. In this

regard, Matthew 5:5 “blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth,” and Mark

12:31 “lov

e your neighbour as yourself,” could be used in this way. A final usage of sacred

writings within Christianity would be for the purpose of unifying the faith in worship.

Indeed, the practice of Mass, Eucharist and Communion which occurs almost universally

within Christian Churches is sourced from the Synoptic Gospels of_Mgtt_heyv, Mark and Luke,

and comes from the story of the “Last Su_pp_er_,“ therein. The same is true of sacraments such

as baptism, which is a reflection of the usage of the Bible to discover the life of Jesus. As

Irenaeus stated in the 2™ century AD then, “we know of our salvation by no other means

that by those who brought us the gospel in the form of the scripture, which for the future

forms the foundation and the pillar of our faith.” In summary then, sacred writings are used
as a source of authority within Christianity to form a moral guide, arguably to define societal

rules, to explain the end aims of Christian life, to explore the ideals of Christian living, and to

unify the faith in worship. @
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Religious leaders within Christianity are utilised to a great extent as active and living

representations of the faith, for a variety of uses including keeping the faith relevant in the

e ————

modern day, representing the faith externally, in local leadership, and arguably even as a

link to the divine. The world we live in today is one of rapidly changing moral attitudes and

issues, causing many perspectives to simply go out of date altogether, as Alasdair Maclntyre
has stated “we live in a chaotic science fiction future.” As such, religious leaders in
Christianity are utilised to ensure that the Christian faith can stay relevant in the modern

day, and adapt to the issues which face them. One example of this would be the use of the

1968 Humanae Vitae from Pope Paul VI. Herein, he was used to explain to religious
believers, in the face of increasing use of artifical contraception, abortion, demand for

euthanasia and so on, the attitudes of the Catholic Church towards these ideas, naming

them a violation of the law of God if they sought the prevention of life’s development in any

form. As Proverbs 11:14 states then “where no counsel is the people fall; but in the

multitude of counsellors there is safety.” Indeed the Pope is also used as a source of

authority in his Urbi et Orbi speeches to the faith at Christmas and Easter, addressing issues

which he considered to be particularly relevant or problematic. Another usage of the

Christian leadership as a source of religious authority is to represent the faith externally.

Herein, the “Holy See,” formed of the Papacy and the Vatican exists as a diplomatic

organisation with the same diplomatic rights as a nation state. As such, this and the religious

leadership can be used internationally to fight for freedom of religion, and the Christian

view of the world. Of course, it must be noted that this is more difficult for national religions

such as the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, wherein the leaders instead are used to advocate

the faith to the governments.@
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A further usage of Christian leadership as a source of authority is m Iocai Ieadershlp Hereln,

prlests and V|cars are able to be utilised in their Sunday sermons to explaln particularly

complex or relevant aspects of the scripture, and thus unite their congregation in the same
religious view. What's more than this, is that these leaders can be used through the

formation of personal relatlonshlps with them, and thus be used to address any personal

religious or philosophical qualms a religious believer may have. Furthermore, these local

leaders are used to a great extent in sacraments such as Mass, the Eucharist or Communion,

where they represent Jesus Christ himself in dlstrlbutlng the bread and wme In the same

way, in baptism they are used to draw the watery cross on the infant’s (or adult’s) forehead

to represent their puriflcatlon in Chrlst It must be stated that within tslam the local relgious

e —— e e —

leader is simply called an "Imam meanmg ”Ieader without the exclusively religious

connotations of priest or vicar. As such, the Imam can be used within the Islamic faith to

extend their authority into secular spheres of influence, and assist the entire commumty

thereir@m is a reflection perhaps ofthe hlstorlc use of the Caliph, or hlstorlc leader of

Islam, who was utilised to control all aspects of state in a way not utilised in Christianity.

Another usage of religious leaders in Chrlstianlty is through the |dea of divinity. Herem smce

the Pope is consndered to be the representative e of God on earth, this means that his

speeches and directives can be used in an attempt to determine the will of God, and thus

pursue it. This is due to “Papal Succession,” where the Pope is used to continue the line of

authority from St Peter In the same way, priests are used for their ”Apostollc Successmn

wherein they are considered to act and be used as asa "brldge to God,” in Cathollmsm

without which Catholics cannot pray. They are also therefore used for sacraments such as

“confession,” where they can forgive the sins of believers and purify them. Of course, this is

usage is not possible in most Protestant or Orthodox faiths, where religious leaders are seen
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and used as religiously more experienced, but not divine in any way. As Gregory of Nyssa

us from the Father, handed on like some mherltance by successmn from the Apostles and

salnts that came after " In summary then, religious leaders in Christianity are used as a

source of authority for the sake of relevancy, external representation, in local leadership,

various sacraments, and arguably in divinity@

Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the world, and as such it has a vast depth of sacred

writings from which to draw.@ccordance with this, it also has a great deal of uses for its

sacred writings, including defining the process of moksha, assisting in worship, explaining

the various Hindu paths or “yogas,” justifying the faith, and even controversially in deflnmg

socrety |tselfthrough the caste system The ultimate aim for any Hindu believer is to attain

“moksha” or enlightenment, thus escaping the dreaded worldly wheel of “Samsara,” which

they are bound to. It is generally considered that this enllghtenment can be attamed

through the use of the scnptures for the sake of gaining greater universal and personal

understanding. As Ramakrishna stated in the 19'" century “only two types of people can

gam self-knowledge those who are not encumbered at aIl WIth Iearnlng, and those who, by

studymg aII the scriptures and the SCIences have come to realise that they know nothlng

o - ———e -

In this regard, we must divide the usage of Hindu sacred writings into two, namely “Shruti,”

—

or “that which is revealed,” which is used as a canonical and absolute form of writing, and

“Smriti,” or “that which is learned,” which is used as a supplementary form of writing, only

when it conforms to the bedrock of Shruti. One form of Shruti is in the “Triple Sacred

Science,” of the Vedas. Hereln the ngveda the oldest, is utilised (among other thlngs ) asa

store of 1028 hymns through which one can worship various deities. On the other hand, the

has stated in the 4”‘ century AD about the use of this authorlty tradition has come down to

7
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Yajurveda is utlllsed by priests as a gmde towards sacnflces and the > specifics of worship.

The Samaveda is used to explore e the various ¢ chants and melodies which are sung by Hindu

believers and priests during worship of all kinds. The newest and least commonly used Veda,

the ”Athurvaveda |s utlllsed chleﬂy for the construction of maglc charms such as the

F————————" —_ — ——

creatlon of holy dlagrams to summon forth cosmic entlties These Vedas then are chiefly

used as a source of religious authority for assitance in worship and prayer.

Another usage of Hindu sacred writings as a form of authority is to explaln to various

posmbie Ilfestyles of a Hindu individual, WhICh occurs chleﬂy in “Smrltl " Indeed herein the_

Vaishnavism tends towards the use of ”bhaktl yoga " or the path of devotlon whlch

makes great use of explanations in the ‘Bhagavad Gita of ceremonies and rituals such as

“aarti,” or the offerlng of f|re and light to the gods. On the other hand, Shannsm makes use

of anstangayoga "or “the path of medldatlon " where the Bhagavad Gita IS used to explaln

the elght fold path of physu:al exercise necessary. ! Shaktlsm then generally makes use of

teachings are used to justify the idea that even the mundane acts of selflessness in one’s life
can progress an individual towards enlightenment. Finally, Smartism tends towards the use

of Jnana yoga, or the ‘path of ph1|050phy, WhICh makes the most direct use of the

scripture, studying it in order to remove oneself from physical desires and concerns. It must
be noted that this varied use of the scripture for a number of different paths is very distinct

from the use of scrlpture in S:khlsm Herein, the ”Guru Granth Sahl@ used to a great

extent as the major form of sacred wrltlng, unlfylng the faith to a great degree Indeed thls

unity is shown by the use of the Guru Granth Sahib to name every Sikh, through choosmg a



Sticky Note

The comparison between the two 'eastern' religions mirrors the approach from the first part of the essay. The mature understanding that this candidate demonstrates is clear throughout the response.





random page. Furthermore, the Guru Granth Sahib is used as a source of religious authority

to bring Sikhs together as it is read out from cover to cover at every major religious festival,

taking forty-eight hours in total. Another usage of Hlndu is to justlfy the falth As Herman

Hess has stated “the marvel of the Bhagavad Gita is its truly beautiful revelation of life’s
wisdom which enables philosophy to blossom into religion.” In this regard, the example of

various saints who have attained enlightenment, and are recorded within sacred writings,

such as Ramakrishna, a 19t century Bengali saint, are used to inspire Hindus towards

enlightenment. The most controversaal use of Hlndu scrlpture isin deflnlng society itself

through the caste system W|th the Brahmln as the splrltualiy pure and the untouchables as

'S

beyond the castes themselves However this use is dlsputed due to clalms that the

“Purusha Sukta,” from whlch |t onglnates is only a modern addltlon to the ngveda In

summary then, Hindu sacred writings are used as a source of religious authority to explain
moksha, to assist in worship, to explore the various Hindu lifestyles that exist, to justify the

faith, and to define society itself.

Wlthm Hmdmsm the prmuples of dlSCllec successmn mean that rellglous Ieaders in the

v i S E— — =

form of the Brahmm and teachers (or gurus) are considered spmtually pure and thus have a

great deal of uses. These include roles in various ceremonies, explaining and accessing

religious texts, organising religious orders, and even acting as role models in the form of

sants" or salnts On usage of religious leaders as a form of authority in Hinduism then is in

the various ceremonies that occur. For example, in the ceremony of "Antyestl,” the Hmdu

funeral ceremony, the purohlt " or Hlndu priest external to a temple, will assist the Chief

Mourner, and be used to sing appropriate hymns for the occasion. In the same way, this

priest will be used to undertake the ritual of ”much aagnl, mvolvmg the placement of a





candle in the mouth of the deceased to represent their soul leaving for the spiritual

Brahman In the same way, Brahmln prlests are used for temple worshtp, where they are

known as pUJar@fhls usage is especially prevalent in pUJa " or an “offering” to the
deities on behalf of Hindu believers, which can occur up to seven times a day. Herein, the
pujari is used to assemble the various fruits, foods and fire necessary for the offering, and

will make the appropriate chants to the deity at hand. However, it must be noted that in

Sikhism this use of rellglous leaders as splrltually and morally superlor would not occur, due

to the “I(haisa or soverelgn natlon establlshed by the final Guru As a result of this, aII

Slkhs are equal, and cannot be used as superior or inferior to another, meaning that these

exclusive roles in worship and ceremony would not exist. Indeed, the very word “Sikh,”
means “student,” and thus the usage as morally superior teachings could not occur. In fact,
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee as the main religious leadership authority

in Sikhism is chiefly used for organisational purposes.

Another usage of religious leaders as a source of authority within Hinduism is to explain the

varlous sacred wrltlngs that exust to rehglous bellevers Indeed smce they are consrdered

spiritually superior to most Hindus, and some are even considered “clairvoyant,” they are

used to see beyond the scripture and explain the truths therein. Indeed, as the

Svetashvatara Upanlshad 6:38 states “only unto those great souls who have unﬂmchmg

faith in the Lord are aII the |mports of Vedlc knowledge automatlcally revealed % What s

more than this, is that these religious leaders are also used to access these texts in the first

place, which are considered off limits for most Hindus. Indeed, the Rigveda, which is only

L=

permltted to be read by the Chief Priest in the temple WIII entall the usage of these

Brahmln to dlscuss the teachmgs held within. A further usage of the religious leadership as a
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source of authority within Hinduism is to establish and maintain “Sannyasa,” or ascetic

monastlc orders Wh!Ch can be utrllsed by Hlndus to further their devotion and faith,

attempting to focus upon their path to enlightenment. An important usage of the religious

leadership beyond this is to act as role models for inspiring the remainder of the religion.

Indeed Shlrdl Sal Baba as a Hmdu saint had hls home transformed after his death, WhICh has

now become a place of pilgrimage, which is used by millions of Hindus ever year. Here they

are able to use his example to intensify their own religious fervour and understanding. In
summary then, religious leaders are used as a source of authority within Hinduism for
various ceremonial duties, for assistance in worship, to explain and access sacred writings,
to establish and maintain religious orders, and as role models through gaining

enlightenment.

It is s@sing that despite the great differences in religious tradition between Christianity
and Hinduism, that we can actually observe some similarities in their usage of religious
leaders and sacred writings as a source of authority. Indeed, sacred writings in both faiths

are utilised to explain the ultimate ends of their spirituality, and the paths through which

one could attam it in lifestyle and worshlp Slmllarly, rellgtous Ieaders are used in both falths

to assist their rellgrous believers in worshlp, explain the comple)qtles of the faith, and

undertake various rellglous sacraments. Of course, desplte these similarities, certain

differences do exist. These are ch|eﬂy based upon the greater splrltual or dl\nne nature of

Hindu leaders compared to the view of Christlan ones, whereln they are used for exclusive

roles in ceremony and o) forth whereas Chrlstlan Ieaders are generally used srmply as more

rellglously experlenced The use of scrlpture in Chrlstlanlty also tends to be much more

towards determining the will of God, and thus actlng accordlngly, whereas in Hlndmsm [ts
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usage |s based upon galnlng personal universal knowledge Through this all then, we can

ohserve the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are used

as sources of authority in religion@ ./
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1b) “Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious believers.”

Evaluate this statement. [30]

In accordance with the varied cultures and traditions from which a religion emerges, it is

understandable that religious perspectlves upon the relative authonty of sacred writings

and rellgious Ieaders for rellglous bellevers cchanges from faith to f@ As such, | will
examine both a western faith, Christianity, and a predominantly eastern faith, Hinduism,

and establish the authority of these sources in each. | would argue that within Christianity,

as a result of the scripture’s basis in the teachings of Jesus, along with its apparent God-

given, or divinely inspired nature, sacred writings are more important for religious believers

than religious leaders. On the contrary however, | would argue that within Hinduism, as a

result of the centrality of the principles of disciplic succession, and the percieved spiritually

superior nature of the Brahmm caste [ would argue that rellgious ieaders are more

lmportant for rellglous bellevers than sacred wrltmg@

 Some may disagree with this argument, and instead state that religious leaders are more

|mportant for rellglous bellevers than sacred wnh@ Primarily, this may be on the basis of
the sup‘;‘aert provided to the Christian leadership given by Jesus himself. In Matthew 16:19,

Jesus told St Peter “I'will glve you the keys to the klngdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on

earth will be bound in hea\@and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

In this regard, Jesus explained his intention to back the authority of the Church’s leaders,

regardless of their decisions on earth. This divine support would clearly give them a great

11
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deal of importance for religious leaders. What's more than this, is that this authority and
importance is the same as when it was bestowed centuries ago, in accordance with the

principle of “Papal Succession.” Indeed herein the Pope is considered to have inherited his

authorlty from St Peter, the flrst Pope The e principle of “Papal Infallibility,” was created as a

o —— S ————— -

result, which would surely imply an absolute level of importance for religious believers

therein. On the other hand then sacred wrltlngs could be con5|dered to have been

mlsmterpreted or mlstranslated over time, thus causmg a reductlon in their import@ As

Ludwig von Mises has stated “each epoch has found in the gospels what they sought to find

there and overlooked what they chose to overlook Instead then, as Athanasms stated in

the 4th century AD ”beyond these scrlptural saylngs and look to the tradltlon of the

Church from the beginning, wh!ch the Lord gave, the Apostles preached and the Fathers

kept.” This would imply greater importance for religious leaders than sacred writings.

What’'s more than this, is the fact that religious leaders in Christianity are often considered

to be linked to the divine. Indeed the Pope is consudered God s human representatlve on |

earth, making his directives of utmost importance to the religious believer. Furthermore,

prlests are seen as a "brldge to G without which Cathollcs cannot pray, and thus cannot
— —— t/L { W W = ————e

contact God. This makes their importance to the religious believer immense. Furthermore,

=

one must consider the aspect of relevancy Sacred writlngs are mherently restrlcted d by the

culture and context from which they were created thus being unable to be |mportant for

issues in the modern day which rellglous believers need to address. In this regard the

|mportance of rellglous leaders is especially prominent, being able to address modern issues

= = —_———— — — e——

as major as the rise of Islamic State, and as minor as the rise of short term Ioaning in

Eng!a@ﬁ\s to the Iatter Archblshop Justln Welby has stated ”we need to have credit umons

|H

that are mvested in our communities, and much more professional.” A final issue which
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would point to the importance of religious leaders for the religious believer is that of

locality. Since priests and vicars are able to know religious believers personally, they can

thus address any personal qualms or rellglous questlons they may have, in a way in which

the sacred writings may be too broad to address. These leaders are also important for their

partlcrpatlon in sacraments such as the Mass Eucharlst or Communlon where ‘they

represent Jesus himself. Indeed without rellglous Ieaders sacraments such as baptlsm

where they play a crucial role of purifying the individual believer, would be impossible. As a
result of all of this, many would argue that religious leaders are more important than sacred

writings for religious believers in Christianity@

However, | would strongly oppose these arguments, and maintain my original viewpoint
that religious leaders are more important for religious believers than sacred writings. This

may be primarily on the basis of moral and authoritative depend@ Hereln the moral and

religious statements and viewpoints of religious leaders, are all inherently sourced within

the teachmgs ofJesus Christ, whlch aII source from the sacred wrltlngs in the Blble Thelr

authorlty then, WhICh |anuences religious believers, is dependent upon the scrlpture For

examlpe, Pope John XXIII stated “for a Christian who believes in Jesus and his gospel, war is

an |n|qu|ty and a contradlctlon Yet it must be noted that even the Pope herein relies to

some extent upon the authorrty and importance of the scrlpture to Justify his wewpomt The

sacred writings can certainly show their importance in this regard, with statements such as

IVlatthew 5:9 "blessed are the peacemakers for they shaII be called the chlldren of God

Matthew 5:44 “love you enemy, do good to those that hate you As Ambrose questioned in

the 4”‘ century AD then “what are we to do with those thlngs that we do not flnd in the Holy

Scrlptures‘?" Evndently then, the importance of the scripture for religious believers is
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paramount. What s more than this is the issue of divinity. Whilst within Catholicism,

religious leaders are seen as linked to the divine, this view is certainly not the norm. Indeed

in the majority Protestantism and Orthodoxy, religious leaders are not seen as divine in any

way. This sources perhaps from Luther s 1520 statement in his "On the Babyloman Captlwty

-~ - S —_— e =

of the Church " “it states |n 1 Peter 2, “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a prlestly

kmgdom " In this way we are all priests, as many of us as are Chrlstlans 3 WhI|St his

principles of universal priesthood have not persisted as prevalently in the modern day, the
reduced importance of the religious leadership for the relgious believer has continued. On

the other hand, the majority of Churches in Chrlstnanlty view the sacred writings of the Blble

as either given by God himself as his word, or at Ieast inspired to some extent by the Holy

Spirit. In this way, A.W Tozer has stated that “God’s word in the Bible” has power because it

corresponds to “God’s word in the universe.” This greatly raises the importance of the

scripture, to the point where in most Protestant Churches the prmuple of “sola scrlptura,

means that the only authority for the religious believers shuold be the scripture, which all

authority comes from. Indeed even in the Anghcan Church the principle of “prima

scrpitura,” means that the scrplture is seen as important above all other issues for the

rellglous behever such as tradltlon and reason. Another issue to address is that of

reilevenicy_. The sacred writings in Christianity can certainly be relevant in importance to the
modern day through supplementary writing@‘s Pope John Paul Il stated in his Fidei
Depositum the Catholic Catechism is “to be regarded as a valid and legitimate means of
ecclesial communion, and a sure norm of teaching the faith.” In this regard, the Catechism
can be important in issues as modern and specific as casinos and gambling, with statements
such as the Catechism 2413, stating they are “unacceptable when they deprive the person
of what is necessary to provide for his needs.” Even in denominations where they do not
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believe in the Catechism, one could use the concept of Biblical interpretation for the

importance of the scrlpture to apply to the religious bellever Herem in the case of genetic

engineering, one could note Biblical statements such as that of Ecclesiasticus 7:13 “consider

the work of God who can make straight what he has made crooked The importance of

sacred writings in the modern day then, remain supreme for the religious believer in

Chnstlanlty What s more than thIS is that it |s from the sacred wrltmgs where the

sacraments which Ieaders take part in emerge in the first place iVIass, Eucharlst and

Communlon are based upon the “Last Supper,” from _thie_iS’ynoptic Gospels, and baptism only .

occurs due to the Blbilcal story ofJesus bemg baptised by John the Baptlst Furthermore

this importance is shown by the Christian principles, which once more all source from the

Bible. In this regard; the Golden Rule, and the Ten Commandments which form the

backbone of the Christian falth for rehglous bellevers are all found in the scrlpture and do

not come from reilglous Ieaders aione As Immanuel Kant has stated then “the Blble asa

e —

gift for the people is the greatest benefit which mankmd has ever received. Any attempt to

belittle it is a crime against humanity As such | must conclude that sacred wrltlngs are

more |mportant for the rehglous believer in ChrIStianlt\/ than rellglous ieaders @

Some may attempt to carry these arguments over to Hmdwsm, and suggest on this basis
and the basis of other arguments, that sacred writings herein are more important for
religious believers than religious leaders. Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the
world, and as such has an astonishing quantity of sacred writings in the form of universal
and personal knowledge to draw from. As a result of this, the level of this knowledge

encapsulated by the religious leadership at any one time is a superficial fraction of the

overall amount. Indeed, the great understanding of Hinduism which religious believers
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vitally rely on to attain moksha, sources not from the leadership, but from sacred writings.

As Bal Ganghadar Tilak has stated then “the Bhagavad Gita is one of the most brilliant and

pure gems which explains to us in an unambiguous and succinct manner the deep and

sacred principles of the sacred science of the self.” What’s more than this is the issue of

moksha itself. This moksha or enllghtenment for rellglous believers is pursued through

various forms of worshlp and rituals, all of which are fundamentally based in the sacred

writings. Indeed, religious leaders and priests actualty rely upon the teachings ofthe

Yajurveda for assistance in how to perform various sacrifices and so on for Hindu deities. In

the same way, the hymns WhICh religious leaders rely on sources from the Rigveda,

containing 1028, and the chants which religious leaders rely on source from the Samaveda,

to be used during puja. Furthermore one can note 5|gn|f|cant aspects of Hindu phllc@;hy

for the rellglous bellever Whlch emerge from the scrlpture alone. For example the concept

of “Vedanta,” or the study of Brahman, and our “Shankara,” or connectedness, or

“Madhva,” or separation from it, which forms a central part of Hindu theology, is based

upon the ancient teachers of Hinduism, as recorded in its sacred writings through Shruti and

Smriti. This surely means that the sacred writings are more important for Hindu believers

than religious leaders. Another important issue to consider here is that of the caste system.

-—

The religious leadership within Hinduism relies chiefly upon the belief that that the Brahmin |
class is spiritually pure or superior to others, in accordance with being born in their caste.

Thls caste concept for one thlng is entlrely reliant upon the scnpture and the Purusha Sukta

of the Rigveda. In addition to this, it is important to note that this basis for importance and
authority is remarkably precarious, considering criticism of the Purusha sukta as a latter day
addition to the Rigveda which should not be considered canonical. In this regard, the
importance of the religious leadership is undermined, and the importance of sacred writings
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for Hindu believers is prevalent As C. Rajagopalacharl has stated “the spacious imagination,

the majestlc sweep of thought and the almost reckless sp|r|t of adventure, urged by a

compelling thlrst for the truth makes this of all the world’s holy books still the most modern

and the most satisfying As such many may argue that Hindu sacred wrltmgs are more

|mportant than rehglous Ieaders for religious belrevers

Nonetheless I would vehemently dlspute this idea, and state mstead that rellglous leaders

are more |mportant for religious believers than sacred writings W|th|n Hmdw@Prlmarlly |

this is based upon the concept of dlsapllc succession wrthln Hlndwsm Tradltlonally, Hindu

e e e e — ————

philosophy and knowledge was passed down from Guru or teacher to student from

generatlon to generation, by word of mouth alone ThlS tradition is continued in the modern

day through the role of a guru in explaining all aspects of the faith to a student, and thus
developing their own understanding of the universe in pursuit of moksha. The significance

of this concept is fuIIy |Ilustrated by the Upanishads,” as a form of sacred writing, which |

literally means “sit around and listen,” as a reflection of this teaching. The importance of |

this tradition then, cannot be overstated within Hinduism, as many would state that lt is

impossible to be a Hindu at all, without the guidance of one more splrltually pure than

oneself. As such it is clear that the importance of religious leaders for religious believers is

greater than that of sacred wrltlngs This |mportance and nece55|ty can also be mdlcated

through ceremony and the various rltuals that occur within Hlndwsm For example in

festivals such as “Diwali,” or the “festival of lights,” Hindu leaders have the role of acting as
the “forces of light,” by singing appropriate hymns and chants for the occasion. The
supreme position in the celebration is also reflective of their importance in religious practice

and worship for the religious believer. Indeed, in the temple, the role of the pujari, or
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Brahman prlest is (among other things,) to undertake the |mportant “puja,” on behalf of the

-

rellglous believer. Without this assistance, the communal aspect of the offering to the
deities could not be performed, and this aspect of Hindu religion would be undermined.

Furthermore, one must note the fact that Hindu leaders are important to religious believers

for explaming all the comple)qtles of the scripture. / As Rudolph Steiner has stated “what we

read in the Vedas, those archives of Hindu wisdom, glve us onl\/r a faint glimpse of the

sublime doctrines of the ancient teachers and even these are not in their original form.

Only the gaze of the clairvoyant, directed upon the mysteries of the past, can uncover the

unuttered truths that lie hidden behind these writings.” Thus regardless of the depth or

extent of the scripture, it is considered that religious believers would be unable to

comprehend it without the assistance of religious leaders, making their importance

paramount for understanding the faith. What’s more than this, is that many forms of sacred

wrltlng are actually off Iimits to the average religious believer, and thus must be taught

through the assistance of a Brahmin prlest such as the Rigveda, which is often restriction to

the Chief Priest of a temple As the Svetashvatara Upanlshad 6:38 has stated “only unto

those great souls who have unflinching faith in the Lord, are all the imports of Vedic

knowledge automatlcally revealed A final aspect of the importance of religious leaders in

Hinduism for religious believers, is that of their spirituality and divinity. Some religious
leaders are considered to be “clairvoyant,” and can thus gain glimpses of the divine, and
share them with the religious believers with them. What’s more than this however is the

fact that many religious believers are considered to be either a representative of the divine,

or the manifestion of a deity themselv @his means that their authority would be supreme

for the religious believer. Indeed, whilst in Christianity the belief in the divine links of their
leadership is restricted to Catholicism, in Hinduism this belief is almost universal in India,
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superlorlty of their caste, that rellglous leaders are more |mportant religious believers than

e E— S — f/}.{

especially amongst denominations such as Vaish_nagi':_;m. As a result of all of this then, | must

conclude that religious believers are more important for religious believers than sacred

writings.

It can be observed, given the great distinctions between the traditions of Christianity and
Hinduism, and thus the way in which these faiths look upon the importancé E)f religious
leaders and sacred writings for religious believers, that any attempt to draw an overall
conclusion over all faiths would be a crude generalisation, and rather unrealistic. As such, |

would conclude that within Chrlstlamty, as a result of the scrlpture being rooted in the

teachlngs of the all |mportant Jesus Christ, and being generally consndered as dwmely given

or msplred that sacred writings are more important to religious believers than religious

leaders. On the other hand, | would conclude that within Hinduism, as a result of the

dlSCllec trad|t|on the nece55|ty of Brahmin in worship, and the peraeved spirltual

SacrEd wntmgs@ ;’\ QULLL 5(;Ll ) Lo in.‘\)lt "\‘l_\ 1 Srlie (.-\.}\(_k i‘\'u»'ih'-t_iﬁ; 7 f

e —{
\'2;73(1'1,."1’\'4;{; : ( -? .721’/.
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Religious Authority

You must show knowledge and understanding of how religious leaders and sacred writings
are used as a source of religious authority and be able to evaluate whether religious leaders or
sacred writings are considered to be the most important form of authority for religious believers.

(@) Explain the variety of different ways in which religious leaders and sacred writings are
used as sources of authority in religion. [45]

(b) ‘Religious leaders are more important than sacred writings for religious believers.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Q2 (a)

(b)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Examine a variety of distinctive features of religious experience.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

Knowledge and understanding of the distinctive features of religious
experiences. Expect at least three different types of features to be described
and illustrated for Levels 6 and 7 (e.g. mystical, paranormal, numinous,
charismatic, regenerative/conversion, feeling of awe and wonder, sense of
oneness with external phenomena, conviction of meeting with deity, sense of
inner peace, realisation of new truth, sense of joy and release, etc.)

AO1 [45]

‘Religious experiences are totally different from natural experiences.’
Evaluate this statement.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

Evaluation of whether religious experiences are totally different from natural
experiences. On one hand, candidates may answer that the religious
experience is totally different from a natural experience, because the
experiences relate specifically to religious traditions and have a deeper
meaning than a natural experience, they may lead to lifestyle changes that
are consistent with the experience taught and shared within the religious
tradition; regenerative effects may be real and long lasting thereby religious or
spiritual meaning, etc; they may describe the transcendental as opposed to
the ordinary and provide meaning (e.g. noetic quality, etc.). On the other
hand candidates may argue that it is simply down to a matter of
misinterpretation and that religious experiences are not totally different from
natural experiences; instead what may be perceived as a religious
experience can be alternatively explained due to a misinterpretation of a
natural experience, such as one that has been induced by hypnosis, drugs
and/or psychological manipulation. It may be an experience which is the
result of mental health issues, or similar. It may be due to wishful thinking or
the result of mass hallucination, peer pressure, emotional instability or the
result of external stimuli on brain activity e.g. Persinger's 'God helmet', etc.
AO2 [30]
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Sticky Note

The interpretations of the terms relating to this area are varied. It is therefore appropriate for the candidate to open with a clarification of what they understand a religious experience to be.




Sticky Note

Perhaps this could have been expressed more effectively, i.e. that religion often deals with those matters beyond the physical world.




Sticky Note

Differentiation between 'features' and 'types'. This is difficult as there is often an interchangeability between the terms when accessing the literature about this particular area. Consensus is not always apparent. The examiner would be aware of this issue when crediting the candidate's response, particularly in relation to the use of such terminologies.



Sticky Note

Intelligent use of the term 'features' to discuss the aspects of the experience. The candidate also avoids the pitfall of associating James' 'types' as being features in and of themselves which was a common error seen in this question in other candidate's responses.
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Sticky Note

Demonstrating awareness of the diversity of opinion by referencing different scholars is a laudable skill. It is also necessary to show this skill in order to confidently access the higher levels of response.



Sticky Note

Selecting an appropriate example if also characteristic of a higher level response.
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Sticky Note

This candidate confidently and accurately makes reference to a number of scholars, works and ideas in order to respond to the question. In doing so they are clearly signally to the examiner where this response is likely to be placed, in terms of assessment, as all of these things are characteristic of the higher levels of response.
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Sticky Note

A lengthy exemplar from the life of St Teresa, tied to the wording of the question, shows that the candidate is presenting their ideas with relevance.



Sticky Note

In and of themselves, Near Death Experiences are not religious experiences - unless there is a clear 'religious' dimension to them.



Sticky Note

Reference to religious dimension gives this exemplar relevance to the question.
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Sticky Note

It is highly debatable as to whether this was a negative experience. Many Christian commentators would dispute this fact.
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Sticky Note

This response, as can be seen by the preceding comments, is clearly placed as a Level 6 response. There is accuracy and relevance and, throughout, in terms of responding to the question, the candidate shows 'clear understanding'.
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Sticky Note

The candidate summarises the debate in the opening paragraph. Whilst this is not necessary to do here, it does clearly establish the parameters of where the remainder of the response is likely to come from.



Sticky Note

Specifically, these can stimulate experiences which may include striking parallels with experiences claimed as religious - rather than as stated here.



Sticky Note

This is an opportunity to give an appropriate example.



Sticky Note

The point is made, although not very clearly, that drug induced experiences are an alternative explanation for religious experiences, thereby answering the question asked. There is much good material in this section that could have been better expressed and exemplified.
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Sticky Note

Again, similarities to religious experiences. Also, experiments have shown that temporal lobe activity is present in individuals who claim to be undergoing religious experiences.



Sticky Note

This point is well made and answers the question.
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Sticky Note

Good example and accurately recounted. 



Sticky Note

A simplistic critique of Freud's perspective which still has some resonance, even though some of his ideas have been widely discredited by modern psychology.
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Sticky Note

There is reference to a number of different schools of thought on this particular issue. Analysis and evaluation is appropriate and evident throughout. In order to further improve this response (which still accesses a higher level of response as it stands) would be to present more arguments as to why religious experiences are quite distinct from any naturalistic explanations.










2. Religious Experience

You must show knowledge and understanding of distinctive features of religious experience and
be able to evaluate alternative explanations of experiences claimed as religious.

(@) Examine a variety of distinctive features of religious experience. [45]

(b) ‘Religious experiences are totally different from natural experiences.
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Q3 (a

(b)

Explain a variety of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose of
life.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

Knowledge and understanding of a variety of religious beliefs about the
nature and purpose of life. Relevant ideas include humanity as being
deliberately/divinely created as opposed to being the product of chance;
concepts relating to imago Dei; concept of the soul and spirituality, human
sin, sanctity of human life, free will/determinism debate, including
nature/nurture debate, concepts of stewardship/khalifah, Ethical concepts
including Aquinas' primary and secondary precepts and four cardinal virtues,
preparation for after-life or further existence (in relation to religious concepts
of resurrection, reincarnation, moksha, mukti, samsara, Sheol, judgement,
external life). All concepts must be clearly focussed in the sphere of religious
belief.

AO1 [45]

‘Religious beliefs about life have no significance.'
Evaluate this statement.

Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points will be credited:

On one hand, candidates may argue that in 21 Century society such beliefs
have no relevance to non-believers since they regard religion as having no
relevant or rational basis and are therefore considered to have no
significance. For some who regard themselves as religious there are some
beliefs that are considered to have no significance as they are more
concerned about practical day-to-day living than theology or theories, so
reject beliefs that may go against these concerns (e.g. rejection of
contraception prohibitions, accept medical support in contravention to
religious teachings, etc.) On the other hand, they may also argue that such
beliefs have significance to many believers because they provide support and
an ethical motivation that allows them to cope with 21% Century society;
religious beliefs may also help believers cope with issues relating to injustice
and suffering (e.g. liberation Theology, etc). Some religious beliefs give hope
of eventual justice, promise reward for faith, give meaning to existence and
are therefore considered to have great significance, etc. AO2 [30]
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Sticky Note

The candidate states the parameters within which the essay will be answered.



Sticky Note

The use of 'many' Christians, coupled with a specific stated belief and an accompanying biblical reference signals to the examiner that a clear and appropriate academic approach is being taken in answering this question (i.e. key fact and ideas presented with accuracy and  relevance).



Sticky Note

A number of scholars/schools of thought mentioned which shows the candidate is meeting the 'diversity of views' aspect of the higher levels.



Sticky Note

Reference to nature and purpose keeps the essay response 'on track' in terms of a relevant response.



Sticky Note

Referring to a different religion, in terms of making a comparison of an idea, is not necessary in this essay but it does provide another set of views to meet the 'diversity of views' aspect of the level descriptor. The information provided is also accurate and relevant.
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Sticky Note

Whilst this reference is relevant, it is not a reference to a religious authority and therefore, in this context, would not, in itself, by worthy of credit.



Sticky Note

A direct contrast to the previous views of the Abrahamic religions - again, demonstrating diversity of views.



Sticky Note

It would have been very easy for the candidate to discuss these aspects of Hindu belief without tying them directly to the question, which was a feature of some less successful candidate responses this summer. However, this is avoided by the candidate in this instance.
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Sticky Note

The candidate has successfully made use of material learned in their RS3 Philosophy course to help answer this question and to provide several suitable exemplar. This clearly meets the aspect in the level descriptor of making connections between elements of the course of study.
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Sticky Note

The use of the asterisk signposts material elsewhere in the answer booklet. Candidates are advised against using this device as it demonstrates that material is not necessarily organised clearly and coherently.
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Sticky Note

The candidate is providing a wide range of material that relates to the question asked. They do so with confidence and accuracy.
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Sticky Note

This is a very good example of a 'fairly full answer' which demonstrates 'clear understanding' throughout.
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Sticky Note

It is essential that the candidate differentiates between 'religious beliefs' and 'religious beliefs about life' (which is the focus of the question) in order to be successful in this answer.



Sticky Note

An example of appropriate evaluation.
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Sticky Note

Effectively chosen example from religion to illustrate the point being made.
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Sticky Note

Different views are analysed ands evaluated throughout this response by the candidate. The candidate also convincingly makes reference to the relationships of these ideas to the broader context of human experience.



Sticky Note

This candidate successfully avoids an error which was committed by ,any candidates in this examination - namely responding to this question as if it was purely about secularisation - which it is not. The question is demanding an assessment of the relative value of religious beliefs about life in a society which may or may not have largely rejected traditional religious values in place of post modernistic ideas and a scientific rationalisation of the mechanics of life and the universe.










3.

Life, Death and Life after Death

You must show knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose
of life and be able to evaluate whether religious beliefs about life are important in society today.

(a) Explain a variety of religious beliefs about the nature and purpose of life. [45]

(b) ‘Religious beliefs about life have no significance.’

Evaluate this statement. [30]
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